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This monthly newsletter provides a snapshot of new research and data on Nova Scotia’s labour market collected by LAE’s PRA division. 

Labour Force Survey, January 2019: Nova Scotia Highlights 

• Nova Scotia’s labour force increased by 5,400 (+1.1%) from 493,800 to in December to 499,200 in 

January. Compared to a year ago, the labour force increased by 5,300 (1.1%). 
 

o In the past twelve months, both youth (aged 15-24 years) and older workers (aged 55 and 
over) experienced labour force expansion by 4,000 (+5.7%) and 2,800 (+2.4%) respectively. 
This expansion was partially offset by the shrinking labour force of core-aged.  

 

• In the last month, employment increased by 6,100 (+1.3%) to 465,100 while unemployment 

decreased by 600 (-1.7%) compared to December. Compared to a year ago, employment increased 

by 11,600 (+2.6%). 
 

o Youth experienced employment expansion in the last twelve months by 6,800 (+11.9%) and 
the employment of older workers also increased by 4,100 (3.8%). 
 

o The employment expansion in the last twelve months was mostly driven by the expansion of 

full-time employment (+10,100, +2.7%).  Part-time employment also increased by 1,400 

(+1.7%) during the same period. 
 

o The sectoral decomposition showed that the year-to-year employment expansion can be 

mostly attributed to service sector, which experienced employment expansion by 10,300 

(+2.8%). Wholesale and retail trade, accommodation and food services, and information, 

culture and recreation industries are the top three contributors. 
 

• The unemployment rate was 6.9%, down by 0.1 percentage points from December. Compared to a 

year ago, the unemployment rate was down by 1.3 percentage points and unemployment 

decreased by 6,200 (-15.3%). 

Nova Scotia Labour Force Update, January, 2019    

Labour Force Characteristic Jan-18 Dec-18 Jan-19 
Jan'18 - Jan'19 

% change 
Dec'18 - Jan'19 

% change 

Population 795,800 802,300 803,000 0.9% 0.1% 

Labour force 493,900 493,800 499,200 1.1% 1.1% 

Employment 453,500 459,000 465,100 2.6% 1.3% 

Employment full-time 371,500 378,000 381,600 2.7% 1.0% 

Employment part-time 82,000 81,000 83,400 1.7% 3.0% 

Unemployment 40,400 34,800 34,200 -15.3% -1.7% 

Unemployment rate 8.2% 7.0% 6.9% -1.3 -0.1 

Participation rate 62.1% 61.5% 62.2% 0.1 0.7 

Employment rate 57.0% 57.2% 57.9% 0.9 0.7 
 Source: Statistics Canada, Labour Force Survey, Table 14-01-0287-01, Seasonally Adjusted, Both Sexes, Ages 15+ 
Notes: The sum of individual categories may not always add up to the total as a result of rounding. 

https://lae.iweb.gov.ns.ca/planning.research.accountability

